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ABSTRACT In South Africa, climate change mitigation poses significant challenges to the South African
Government because it has to juggle the climate  change imperatives , with the critical issues of poverty and human
security, as well as a host of daunting development challenges inherited from the Apartheid regime.  This paper
utilizes  a qualitative  methodology to collect and analyse data on climate change, poverty and human security
nexus in South Africa. It outlines the development challenges and development policy responses targeting poverty
and human security. The  analysis of  the causes and effects, as well as the impact of climate change, is followed  by
a discussion of the delivery of basic social services and the resultant public disaffection leading to  violent service
protests. A significant proportion of South Africans, especially the poor, have to contend with poverty, a lack of
basic social services and unemployment which are being compounded by climate change. The final section of the
paper argues that despite significant service delivery milestones, little progress has been made on the central
objective of reducing poverty and inequality.  Consequently, although a lot has been achieved in terms of the
legislation, policies, programmes, and provision of basic services for the poor, the challenge facing the South
African Government is how to link the objectives of poverty alleviation policy with those of climate change and
human security priorities within a sustainable development framework. The paper recommends that in order to
reduce poverty and increase the poor people’s capacity to adapt or respond to climate change  the government will
need to:  firstly , mainstream or integrate climate change adaptation with sustainable development policies; and
secondly, improve the capacity of local authorities to effectively deliver services to their communities . This
paper has been motivated by the explosion of service delivery protests around the country, which have become
violent and increasingly xenophobic resulting in attacks on African nationals and foreign –owned small businesses
in the townships and informal settlements.
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